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Defense shows improvement 
with hitting against 49ers 


Not too many people expected the Bears 
to win Sunday, but | did see some good 
things from them, especially on the defen- 
sive side of the ball. Namely, the hitting was 
alot better against the 49ers. That shows the 
Bear defense didn’t give up before the game 
ended. And there were times that the pass 
rush was really coming on. 


DOUG BUFFOAE yyy 


In the past few weeks | just didn’t see the 
Bears hitting that hard on defense. But this 
time they made up their mind to go after 
people. And that’s the key to the Bears 
playing well on defense. They have to go 
back to being atough, physical footballteam. 
Everything else stems from that. 

Once you have the hitting, everything else 
comes on pretty smoothly. But even when 
you have solid hitting, you have to:play smart 
to put it all together. The touchdown pass to 
Jerry Rice in the first half is a perfect ex- 
ample. The Bears’ secondary didn’t figure 


that Rice should be the No. 1: concern.'So it” 


went forthe fake to the tight end that left Rice 
open to beat one-on-one coverage, some- 
thing he'll do just about everytime. 

When you're out there, you have to be 
thinking of the little things like that all the 
tithe. The Bears have a young secondary, 
and it'll learn from this. But it hurts the team 
now. 

The five turnovers by the Bears obviously 
were the difference in the game. Most of the 
other statistics in the game were fairly even. 
There’s no way you can win with that many 
turnovers, especially against ateamlike San 
Francisco. You might get away with it against 
some of the poorer teams, but even then 
you'd have to fight to win. 

Between JimHarbaugh and Mike Tomczak, 
the Bears had three interceptions and could 
have had more. They were throwing right to 
San Francisco. | don’t know ff their timing is 
off or if someone ran the wrong pattern or 
what happened. But the protection they got 
was good most of the game. 

And at times the offense looked like it was 
a world beater. Tomezak and Harbaugh looked 
like the knew what they were doing and 
moved the team well. But then they go into 
these lapses and made some critical mis- 
takes. They've been doing that all year, and 
San Francisco is a team you just can't do that 
against. 

Losing 10 of your last 12 games won't 
make for a happy off-season. But hopefully 
the Bears at least will be able to learn a few 
things from’ the’ season. ‘It’s time to under- 


DRAW PLAY sy Dick kKuipa 


T'S HI-BEAR-NATEC 
ON IT-*TIL NEXT YEAR / 


stand what happened and what has to be 
done. 

Let me just say this. This type of season 
happens fo a lot of football clubs. The Bears 
aren't all alone inthis. Remember, the Giants 
failed to make the playoffs just a couple of 
seasons after winning the Super Bowl, but 
they're back in the playoffs this year and are 
strong. 

And in my mind, injuries have played a big 
part in the Bears’ downfall this year. You 
don't win your first four games against three 
excellent teams, plus one on the rise, by just 
luck. There was something there. Nowis the 
time to rediscover what it was and put it back 
in working order. 

Whatever they had at the beginning of the 
year was there, but injuries were a big factor 
in losing it. Plus, | think the quarterbacks lost 
a lot of confidence as the season went on. 


Next issue 
on Jan. 22 


The next issue of the Bear Report, with a 
cover date of Jan. 29, will be printed and 
mailed on Jan. 22. The issue will include a 
recap of the Bears’ 1989 season, an analysis 
of each member of the team, results of the 
readers’ poll, stories on what the Bears need 
to do to return to the top of the NFL, a 
complete preview of the Super Bowl and 
more. 


Team 
speed 


needed on 
defense 


(Taken from Mike Ditka’s press confer- 
ences last week.) 


Q: What has been the problem with the 
defense this season? 

A: If | were to put my finger on one thing, 
we don’t have any team speed on defense. 
Anybody want to argue that? That's appar- 
ant. We better get some. If you’re asking 
about the draft, we’ve got to go back on the 
defensive side of the ball. 

Q: What about your defensive draft 
picks this year? 

A: Most of the top picks are solid people. 
Woolford did not play very good (against 
Green Bay). But he’ll come on. Trace (Arm- 
strong) will get better. Roper has come on 
and played pretty good. But we’re not get- 
ting the consistent play we need in there. 

Q: How much has the loss of William 
Perry hurt the defense? 

A: We miss Perry, period. You can say this 
and that, but our running defense is not near- 
ly as good without him in there. That’s a fact. 

Q: What are your thoughts on Neal An- 


derson, Jay Hilgenberg and Mike Single- | 


tary getting named to the Pro Bowl team? 

_A: This game is not played because of the 
Pro Bowl. It’s played because of the Super 
Bowl. But it’s a nice honor for them to be 
recognized by their peers and the coaches 
as the best in the business. I’m happy for 
them and think it’s a great honor to be recog- 
nized. In 1985 when we won it, we had nine 
(in the Pro Bowl). That shows you something. 

Q: Do you believe that winning against 
San Francisco might have some carryover 
effect into next season? 

A: That's way beyond me. You’re way 
ahead of me. The only thing that has to do 
with this game is the game. It has nothing 
to do with next year or years beyond or past 
years. It’s just a game that we’re going to 
try to play better in. 

You can say there were a lot of good 
things we've done at times and a lot of poor 
things. If we can just look at some of the poor 
things and make them better and still have 
a certain amount of good things, | think we 


Mike Ditka jokingly sald he might have to be careful 
when he opens any Christmas presents delivered to 


can play good football. But you cannot play 
with a great lack of consistency and be good. 
That’s what we’re doing. 

Q: Do you have any plans for immedi- 
ately after the season for a vacation or 
anything? 

A: I’m not making any plans right now. But 
I’m checking all my mail, that’s what I’m do- 
ing. | check them. | put them in water first. 

Q: Has your mail been that bad? 

A: No, my mail’s great. But it’s great for 
one reason — the bad ones | don’t get. 
They’re filtered out. The good ones are 
great. But I’m a little worried about the gifts 
this year. 

They haven’t come in the way | thought 
they would. There haven't been a lot of gifts. 
They haven’t come in like they have in the 
past. | got some baby food from Packer fans 
and a rattle. But other than that, | really ha- 
ven’t gotten much. 

Q: How can you defend Jerry Rice and 
John Taylor when your defensive secon- 
dary is so beat up. 

A: | think regardless whether it’s beat up 
or not, it’s not beat up to the degree that 
they’re not on an NFL roster. Therefore, they 
have to rise up. That’s been the whole thing. 
Anytime you have people go down, you have 
to have somebody to rise up and do the job. 
Not only do they have to rise up, but the ones 
that are your better players, they have to 
continue to play at their level. If that doesn’t 
happen, that’s where the falloff comes. 

That’s what has saved us over the last 
couple of years. We've had the other peo- 
ple play well, and we had our excellent peo- 
ple play to that level of excellence. But when 
that’s not happening, you can’t blame the 
kids that are just filling in there. | think they'll 
play OK. 

If | could see a whole lot of difference be- 
tween some of our starters and some of our 
guys we just put in in the secondary, | don’t 
see a whole lot of difference. It’s not like a 
night and day thing. It’s just going to be in- 
teresting. 

Then if we don’t defend them real well — 
I'm betting that a couple of the Rams’ guys 


& A With Mike Ditka 


are going to the Pro Bowl and they didn’t de- 
fend them real well, either. We'll just be one 
of a large number of teams that didn’t de- 
fend them real well. 

Q: What do you think about Joe Mon- 
tana? It seems he just keeps getting 
better. 

A: He’s great. He’s the best in the busi- 
ness. He runs an offense that’s greatly suit- 
ed to what he does, but yet he makes it work. 
Without him, it’s not as functional as it would 
be with him. He’s a great football player and 
certainly he’s one of the key reasons the 
49ers have been the Team of the ‘80s, 
without a question. He rises up and plays in 
big games like the great ones are supposed 
to. 

Q: You probably never thought at the 
beginning of the season that this 
Bears-49ers matchup would end up being 
so meaningless, right? 

A: | never thought it would be this 
meaningless, and neither did the people who 
made the schedule, evidently. They thought 
it would be a great game. So this one will 
probably only (be televised) to about five per- 
cent of the country. 

Q: Over the years, why have the 49ers 

ween so good integrating older players 
into their system and getting productive 
years out of them? 

A: Well, they have a pretty good system. 
Their system is not complex. Offensively, it’s 
complex. Defensively, it’s a pretty sound sys- 
tem. | think the main thing they ask them to 
do is play hard. And that’s what | see. They 
play like world champions. They play with 
pride. They get after you, they knock your 
block off. That’s what | see. 

| don’t think they ask them to do anything 
unusual. And they realize they don’t do it 
perfect out there. And it doesn’t matter be- 
cause you're still going to have another op- 
portunity and score points and still be in the 
game because of their offense. 

They certainly have plugged a lot of older 
people into their defense and plugged them 
in well. And | have to give them credit for 
that. 
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him through the mail this year. (Bear Report photo by 
Steve Woltmann) 
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San Francisco gets a gift 
Bears wrap up dismal season with 26-0 loss 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


Nothing has gone right for the Bears this 
season, sowhy should Christmas Evein San 
Francisco have been any different? 

More missed tackles, mistakes and turn- 
overs Sunday at Candlestick Park left the 
Bears looking just like their record this sea- 
son (6-10) Indicates. A 26-0 loss to the 49ers 
was the flnal demoralizing chapter of a sea- 
son gone haywire. 


About the best thing that can be salc 
about this season’s fourth-place finish by the 
Bears in the NFC Central Is that they'll have 
an easier schedule next season ‘and the 
sixth pick In the first round of April's college 
draft. 

Other than that, it’s just good riddance to 
1989. 

“| really don't belleve we're as bad as we 
’ played at the end,” head coach Mike Ditka 
told WGN-Radlio after the game. “Some- 
where along the line we lost our confidence. 
It's been a matter of not both sides of the ball 
playing well at the same time.” 

Ditka was criticized earller this season for 


being too critical of his team. But after the 
final game, he tried to tell his team they have 
more talent than the 6-10 record would indi- 
cate. 

“The main thing | told them is that | really 
believe we're better than we played this 
year,” Ditka said. “And |take the responsibil- 
ity for this. We'll bounce back and try to put 
It back together with tough, Bear football. 
Whether or not we can in one year, | don't 
know. But | think.we can. | think we made a 
great fall In one year. If we had capitalized on 
a few opportunities early in the year, we 
wouldn't have been sitting In aposition where 
this game was meaningless for us.” 

Though the score might indicate the Bears 
played Sunday exactly like it was a meaning- 
less game, Ditka said there were some things 
he saw that the team can build on. 


"The defense, | thought, did some good 
things today,” he said. “We did a better job 
on (wide receiver Jerry) Rice probably than 
the last couple of times we've played him. | 
can't get too excited about a 26-0 loss, but 
there were some kids who went out there 
and gave It a good rip. 

“(The defense) really played well. We put 
them behind the 8-ball with the turnovers. 


But thought they played hard and inspired. 
They went after them. Ithought we had good 
pressure. | thought we had some good blitzes 
in there.” 

Ditka said he especially like the way de- 
fensive end Richard Dent played. The Bears 
moved Dent around onthe line of scrimmage 
more than usual, andit paid off with one sack 
by Dent and good pressure most of the other 
time. 


“| thought Richard played some pretty 
inspired ball,” Ditka said. “I think that's what 
we have to do with him. We have to hide him 
alittle bit -- move him around. That part was 
encouraging.” 


The Bears, just as has been the case 
most of this season, were their own worst 
enemies in the first half. They committed 
four turnovers, two interceptions and two 
fumbles, and missed a field goal as the 49ers 
held the Bears scoreless on their way to 
building a 16-0 first-half lead. 

On the third offensive play of the game, 
quarterback Jim Harbaugh threw an inter- 
ception when his pass to Ron Morris went 
through Moris’ hands. San Francisco cor- 
nerback Don Griffin was right there to grab 


the ball at the Bear 35. 

The Bear defense was stingy, though, 
holding the 49ers at the 11-yard line, from 
where Michael Cofer kicked a 29-yard field 
goal for an early 3-0 49ers’ lead. 

On the Bears’ next series, a fumble by 
Brad Muster killed a Bear scoring drive at the 
49er 31. 

The Bear offense drove into 49er territory 
again after getting the ball back on an inter- 
ception by Shaun Gayle. But when the drive 
stalled at the 49er 33-yard line, the Bears 
again came away scoreless after Kevin Butler's 
50-yard field-goal attempt was long enough 
but drifted wide right. 

The 49ers responded by marching 59 
yards in 12 plays to the Bear eight-yard line, 
where they had ist-and-goal. Again, the 
Bear defense got tough, allowing San Fran- 
cisco just one more yard In three plays 
before the 49ers settled for anotherfield goal 
and a 6-0 lead with 7:33 left in the first hatf. 

When the Bears got the ball back, it took 
them only four plays to commit their third 
turnover of the game, this time a fumble by 
Neal Anderson at the Bear 38. But two 
incompletions thrown by Joe Montana and 
an eight-yard sack by Dick Chapura forced 
San Francisco to punt. 
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Bears-49ers game statistics - 


SF, 1, 3:38, Cofer 29-yard FG, 24Y, 7P-1:50, 0-3 

SF. 2. 7:27, Cofer 24-yard FG, 60Y, 15P-7:21, 0-6 

SF. 2, 14:31, Rice 29-yard pass from Montana (Cofer kick), 63Y, 8P-1:45, 
0-13 

SF, 2, 14:56, Cofer 36-yard FG, OY, 1P-0:04, 0-16 

SF. 3, 9:43, Cofer 47-yard FG,.48Y, 5P-2-55, 0-19 

SF, 4, 9:16, Flagler 29-yard run (Cofer kick), 64Y, 7P-4:15, 0-26 


Attendance: 60,207; Tickets Distributed 65,675; Unused 5,468; Time: 2:57 


Weather: Clear, with very light streaks of clouds; Humidity: 49 percent; 
Temperature: 50 F; Wind: Light and variable 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Bears 49ers 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS .........-...--..-.- 15 17 
By Rushing: 220-2 = =. peer ee 6 6 
By; Passing’=. 22... s=- sec icreessonnoee 9 11 
By. Penally!.5.. 359 0 0 
' THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ...............- 413-31% 6-13-46% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY ....-......... 030%  0-0-0% 
TOTAL NET YARDS............-., Solas 289 314 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times thrown passing)...........--- 66 62 
Av. Gain per Off. Play ....-....-..-.-..-- 44 51 
NET: YARDS RUSHING ............-..- r ipa? 130 
Total Rushing Plays .......-.---.-.--.--- 31 29 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play............. te a) 45 
NET-YARDS PASSING ..............-.--.- 167 184 
Times Thrown — 
Yds) LostiAttiTo;Pass ... 222s sesaose en 1-10 3-22 
Gross Yds. Passing.........-.---...--- W777 206 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HADJINTERCEPTED =” 0 2...-------.- 34173 30-16-1 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
, _ (inc. times thrown passing) ......-......- 48 5.6 
KICKOFF — NO. IN END ZONE — 

TOUCHBACKS 2 = 22 eee see cee 100 700 
‘PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ......-.....----.-. 3357 5348 
Had Blocked so os.csssete avast 0 0 

‘FGs + PATs HAD BLOCKED ......-.......- 0:*> 0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE 
(Excluding Kickoff Retums) ............... 43 29 
' No. and Yds. Punt Ret. ........--...--.-- 423 19 
No. and Yds. KO Retums................- 7-128 1-21 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret. .........-.-.-..- 1-20 3-20 
‘PENALTIES — NUMBER AND YARDS .....-- 145 2-20 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST.............-. 2-2 00 
TOUGHDOWNG [eee enue sees 0 2 
Rushing os > sesso oa as Anes asses ee 0 1 
Passage reece ete sus oc cesieess oeee 0 1 
Retums 4-5 ¢ Cae icess aactenc 0 0 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. ............. 00 22 
FG MADE — ATI: 2.0. Seas tee eee 0-1 44 
TIME OF POSSESSION....-..............- 29:50 30:10 
FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Chicago Bears 
Net Long 
» RUSHING Att. ‘Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Harbaugh <:2asee on 1) 463 B22 0 
ANGETSON ote on ane omnis aia = 13: 41 +«32) «49 0 
Tomezak 2-222 22s. steesay es: 2; 9 21) 10S ieee 
Greene Totes ee ee 2 limos 7 0 
Muster! 5 Acie eiteenens 4 7 18 3 0 
SUNY ieee eee 1 1: Ort 0 
Gentiys 22200. Res es 2 eel 0 
TKD Had _ 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD LG int. 
Harbaugh ....... 4 3 2 S00m :0. 21 1 
Tomezak.......- 30 14 #147 #10 0 26 2 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG 1D 
McKinnon...) See ence heen 3 43 «(21 0 
MOINS S2ir tec eae ee eee ects 3 36 15 0 
Davis St ee ee ee 3° Sel ae 12: . 0 
MUStOf a8 er eee et a ae 2 5 6 0 
Anderson! 2s = 2s Br een toe ee 2 4 3 0 
Bos? seat ee AN ene 1 2606 0 
Wnomion 27 sence = cence con 1 2. 2 #0 
Gaye ee ae 13s Gi8 ed 
Waddle sa. Soh ate seen aion = 1 8 8 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG 1D 
Giles. Se SS 1 20° 2 #O 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Bulord =e ee Ps. IO t95:7.8 0. 0 4 


Richard Dent’s second-quarter sack of 49ers’ quar- 
terback Joe Montana Sunday made him the Bears’ all- 


PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. 
GOON oer eee 4 1 23 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. 
Sanders: ...: 8. 2S... cose een = 3 §2 
Ganlty.......322. 5-2 3 61 
Groen: oo 2 e i ae 115 
Own 
FUMBLES Fum. Rec. 
Muster... Sere eh aie. 1 0 
ANGEISONS Soeocsee oe eels 1 0 
San Francisco 4Sers 
Net 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. 
Flatieleco-o.25 cs Saco 8 41 54 
Grays. eee 10°. 3teaesst 
Aatenany 3. 2... 2 eee 4 22 #655 
Montana ...................- 2 16 «68.0 
Young 2252. Sea eee 3 11 237% 
Me od Se fee Seed 2 9 45 
TKD 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. 1D 
Montana........ 21 10 106 25 1 
Young. ......... 9 6 10 WwW 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. 
FCB 5 oe 4 101 
Willams 2... sss eS 3% 38 
Rathman <-5532 Sas Sco eas 3 19 
ONGG SR oc rc eat Gece’ 3 15 
Henderson is = at ees 1 12 
Fagin ete cet, SES: SS. eee 
Craigs ¢s Bac a ee 1 10 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. 
WECKSON Ee = tsa ee 1 16 
Giffin S02 eee 1 3 
Dellonght.....o scot. eis .toe raise 1 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB 
Hellon'==4=->-.- =... 5 174 3848 0O 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. 
GHUIBDE on i iece soe ke sar nane 1 0 9 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. 


LG 
14 


LG 
20 
24 
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FAQ i: axstenes tec ce bees o overt 1 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
(Unofficial) 
Chicago Bears 

T A S$: YL 

Tomezak........ 1 0 0 0 
Duerson «. .. 4 2 0 0 
Gayle .......... 0 1 0 0 
Jackson) "see 5 0 0 0 
Streeter ........ 2 @ 0 0 
Anderson ....... 1 0 0 0 
Lynch. 5.2 se 1 1 0 0 
VatOg= fae ro 10 1 0 0 
Singletary....... 2 1 0 0 
Jones .......... 0 0 0 
Rivera.......... 3 0 0 0 
McMichael .... .. 4 0 1 i 
Morris.......... 2 0 0 0 
Kozlowski ........ 2 0 0 0 
Armstrong ...... 2 0 0 0 
Chapura........ 2 0 1 8 
DGG. e eS 2 0 1 7. 
San Francisco 49ers 
T A $ YL 

THAMAN) cols w0k a] 0 0 0 
Pollard ......... 3 0 0 0 
Griffin .......... 6 0 0 0 
Henderson ...... 2 0 0 0 
Brooks ......... 3 0 0 0 
Jackson: oe 2 0 0 0 
Lottes See cee 2 0 0 0 
Holmoe......... 2 0 0 0 
Romanowski... . . 6 0 0 0 
Millen .......... 3 2 0 0 
Hendrickson... .. 7 0 0 0 
DeLong......... 2 2 0 0 
Thomas ........ 1 0 0 0 
Bistr cS 1 1 0 0 
Kugler... ....... 3 1 0 0 
Fagan. cfc swe 3 1 0 0 
Hon... ener 4 0 0 0 
Jones .......-.. 1 0 0 0 
Wilson ......... 1 0 0 0 
Roberts. ........ 2 0 0 0 
Haley ...-.2.... 3y 0 1 10 
GOBS 5 hk ees 1 0 0 0 
Walter.......... 2 1 0 0 


time sack leader with 82. 
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Dent becomes Bears’ sack leader 


By Michael Poizin 
Managing Editor 


Richard Dent's ninth sack of the season in 
the first quarter made him the Bears’ all-time 
sack leader with 82. He broke the record of 
81.5 held by Jim Osborne, who played for 
the Bears from 1972-84. 

Dent playedthe game with his late mother’s 
name, Mary, written on his sock. Sunday 
would have been her birthday. 

Steve McMichael also had one sack In the 
game, which tied him with Dent forthe team 
lead this season at nine. 

. KEVIN BUTLER’S MISSED 50-YARD field- 
goal attempt Sunday was his fourth miss in 
his last five attempts. Butler started the 
season kicking 14 straight field goals. Before 
the game, he had made his last four at- 
tempts against the 49ers and 4-of-5 at Can- 
dlestick Park. 

LINEBACKER MIKE SINGLETARY SUF- 
FERED a pulled abdominal muscle early in 
the second quarter and didn’t return to the 
game. Second-year man Dante Jones re- 
placed Singletary at middle linebacker. 

It was the first time in his eight- year career 
that Singletary did not finish a gene he 
Started. 

Singletary thought at first the injury was 
much more serious. “My first thought was 
that it was a lacerated kidney,” he said. 
“Then | thought maybe | had a broken rib. 
The trainertold me 16 days andit should feel 

fine if | don’t try to do anything on it. I'll be 
okay for the Pro Bowl” 

, THE BEARS’ SIX FIRST-HALF drives 
ended like this: two fumbles, two intercep- 


tions, one punt and one missed field goal. 

STEVE MCMICHAEL STARTED HIS 101st 
consecutive game Sunday, and Jay Hilgen- 
berg made his 100th consecutive start. 

SUNDAY’S 26-0 SHUTOUT was the first 
time the Bears were shut out since Dec. 14, 
1987, when the 49ers beat the Bears at San 
Francisco, 41-0. 

The last time the Bears were shut out 
before that was 23-0 on Jan. 6, 1985 in the 
NFC Championship game against the 49ers 

at San Francisco. 
Do you see a pattern here? 


THE BEARS FINISHED THE SEASON 
with six straight losses, their most consecu- 
tive losses since 1978, when they lost elght 
In a row. 

Thelr 6-10 record Is their worst since a 4- 
10 record In 1975, not including the Bears’ 3- 
6 record in the strike-shortened 1982 sea- 


’ son. 


ROOKIE MARK GREEN, PLAYING In 
his second game since coming back from 


’ arthroscopic knee surgery, was back on 


punt retums for the Bears. They also ran a 
reverse on the opening kickoff to Green that 
he returned to the 22-yard line. 

THE BEARS’ 1990 HOME AND AWAY 
SCHEDULE looks like this: 

ome -- Detroit, Green Bay, Minnesota, 
Tampa Bay, Kansas Clty, Seattle, Atlanta 
and the Los Angeles Rams. 

Away -- Detroit, Green Bay, Minnesota, 
Tampa Bay, Denver, Los Angeles Raiders, 
Phoenix and Washington. 

It’s possible the sites of the Washington 
and Rams games could be changed. The 
Bears have played at Washington two years 
in a row, and the Rams have played at 


~ MEET CHICAGO s 


Chicago two years In a row. 


THE BEARS WILL HAVE THE eighth 


pickin each round ofthe college draft in April, 
except in the first round. They'll have the 
sixth pick then because both Dallas and 
Phoenix gave up their 1990 first-round picks 
when they took players in the 1989 supple- 
mental draft. 

MATT SUHEY ENDED HIS 10-YEAR 
career inthe NFL Sunday. Suhey carried the 
ball just once Sunday for one yard. For his 
career, Suhey is the Bears’ fourth all-time 
leading receiver with 259 receptions and 
sixth on the Bears’ all-time rushing list with 
2,946 yards. 

SAN FRANCISCO QUARTERBACK JOE 
MONTANA set an NFL record for highest 
season quarterback rating, finishing Sunday 
with a 112.4 rating. 

Former Browns quarterback Milt Plum 
held the previous record of 110.4, set in 
1960. 

Montana almost set a record for highest 
season completion percentage, as he en- 
tered the game having completed 71.5 per- 
cent of his passes. But after completing just 
10-of-21 passes against the Bears, Mon- 
tana’s season completion percentage fell to 
70.2, below Cincinnati quarterback Ken 
Anderson’s NFL record of 70.5 set in 1982. 

SECOND-YEAR SAFETY DAVID TATE 
was pressed into action at comerback Sun- 
day and recorded 11 tackles. Dave Duerson 
was back at strong safety after missing the 
lastthree games, and Shaun Gayle was able 
to play at free safety. 

ROOKIE GUARD JERRY FONTENOT 
suffered a bruised right knee in the second 
quarter but was able to return to the game. 


_ “OTHER” TEAM! ~ 


INTRODUCING CHICAGO’S TEAM 
OF FINE YOUNG MEN’S STORES: 


Attivo. 
Slivermans 


PRESENT THIS AD OR A GAME TICKET 
STUB AND RECEIVE A DISCOUNT OF rt] 


His Place 


OIZ 


» 


Golf Mill Center priced Ridge Mall Brickyard Mall Lincoln Mall Fox Valley Center 
Niles,iL Chicago, IL Chicago, IL Matteson, IL Aurora, IL 
Orland Square River Oaks Shopping Center Century City Centre Hawthorn Center 

Orland Park, IL Calumet City, IL Chicago, IL Vernon Hilts, 1L 

North Riverside Park Stratford Square Woodfield Mall Che ll 

North Riverside, IL Bloomingdale, IL Schaumburg, IL Roc on has 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL: 1-800-999-4279 
*Discount valid on current ticket price. 
Expiration date March 1, 1990 


QUARTERBACK JIM HARBAUGH WAS 
THE game’s leading rusher, gaining 44 
yards on seven scrambles. Neal Anderson 
had 41 yards to finish the season with 1,275 
yards on the ground. 


FOR DITKA, THE SEASON TURNED 
around for the Bears after the loss to Hous- 
ton. “At a critical point in that football game 
we were confused,” Ditka said. “And we had 
no business being confused because we 
had everything on the line. And | think that’s 
where | started doubting a little bit. And 
probably | hurt the team by doubting. But we 
just never got on track after that.” 


Perry has 
knee surgery 


Defensive tackle William Perry underwent 
surgery Dec. 18 to repair cartilage damage 
in his injured knee. And while performing the 
surgery, doctors discovered Perry had been 
playing for at least three seasons with a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament, an injury that has 
ended many careers in the league. 

Bears’ trainer Fred Caito said the torn 
anterior cruciate hasn't bothered Perry be- 
cause the knee has remained stable. 

Doctors repaired the medial and jateral 
cartilage in the-knee, and Perry is expected 
to be on crutches for at least six weeks. 

Perry’s rehabilitation could be hurt buy his 
weight, whichis estimated to beat about 360 
pounds. “Obviously, | think he'll have to lose 
some weight. It'll help his rehabilitation,” 
Caito said. 
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Three Bears on Pro Bowl team 


The disappointment of a losing season 
has extended into the post-season, as only 
three Bears were named to the NFC Pro 
Bowl squad last week, the fewest Bears sent 
since after the 1983 season. 

Mike Singletary is the Bears’ lone 
representative from the defense, while Jay 
Hilgenberg and Neal Anderson made the 
squad from the offense. All are starters on 
the team. 

. Singletary will make his seventh straight 
appearance in the Pro Bowl Feb. 4 at Aloha 
Stadium in Honolulu, Hawaii. Hilgenberg 
makes his fifth straight appearance and An- 
derson is going for the second straight year. 

It’s small consolation for the three after go- 
ing through the Bears’ worst season since 
1982. 

“Last year it was a lot better feeling be- 
cause things were going well and we were 

_ Preparing for the playoffs,’’ Anderson said. 
“‘Now we’re just preparing to play the last 
game of the season. | think it takes away 
‘from this somewhat.” 

But the numbers still show Anderson is 
having his best season of his career. Enter- 
ing Sunday’s game against the 49ers, An- 
derson had a career-high 1,234 yards 
rushing and led the Bears with 48 receptions 
and 90 points. 

“To me, it’s one of the highest honors — 
to be selected by your peers. And to be 
selected as a starter, that’s icing on the 
cake,”’ Anderson said. 

Anderson won’t rest now, though. 

“I'm still not entirely satisfied,” he said. 
“| always think | can do a little bit better. At 
times this year, | wish | had gotten the ball 
more, but we’ve been forced into situations 
where we’ve been behind.” 

Hilgenberg, who made the Bears as a 
rookie free agent in 1981, gives credit for his 


play to former Bears’ center Dan Neal. 

“| just always think back coming in as a 
rookie, | had a chance to play underneath 
a guy like Dan Neal,”’ Hilgenberg said. “And 
that’s the guy | always give credit to. He’s 
a very unselfish veteran player that helped 
me out very much. If it really wasn’t for Dan 
Neal, | don’t think I'd be playing in the NFL.” 

Hilgenberg, who made his 100th consecu- 
tive start for the Bears against San Francis- 
co, thinks others from the Bear offensive line 
should be going to the Pro Bowl, also. The 
Bears lead the NFC in rushing and are 
among the leaders in fewest sacks given up. 

“We definitely should have more guys out 
there from our line,” he said. ‘| don’t know 
why it’s me. It’s almost embarrassing to think 
about. But it’s a nice honor. There’s a lot of 
guys on our offensive line through the years 
that have deserved to go.” 

The trip to‘ Hawaii might be lonely for Sin- 
gletary, who is the Bears’ only defensive 
representative for. the first time since after 
the 1983 season. 


Dave Duerson didn’t make the team for 
the first time since after the 1985 season. 

“It’s been a while since I’ve been over 
there representing our defense by myself,” 
Singletary said. “You're always grateful 
when you receive some type of award, but 
Steve McMichael piayed great again this 
year. It’s kind of tough to receive an award 
like this when you know that other people 
played well (and didn’t go).”’ 

Head coach Mike Ditka, though, didn’t 
think any other Bears deserved to go. 

“If they should have been in there, they 
would have been in there,’’ Ditka said. 
“When we won it in 1985, we had nine (Pro 
Bowlers) in there. | think that shows you 
something. 


yr 


, 
Q 


- 
’ 


ry 
: 


Halfback Neal Anderson enjoying his best season in the NFL, makes his se- 
cond trip to the Pro Bowl as a starter. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Bears’ center Jay Hilgenberg will make his fifth consecutive trip to the Pro 


Bowi Feb. 4. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Middle linebacker Mike Singletary is the Bears’ only defensive piayer to go 
to the Pre Bowl this year. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Detroit 
Lions 


The Lions’ last winning season was in 
1S83, when they won the division at 9-7 but 
were bumped early by San Francisco in the 
playoffs. There have been few good times 
since. 

However, coach Wayne Fontes said an 
indicator of growth is that four players are 
going to the Pro Bowl: K Eddie Murray, 
rookie RB Barry Sanders, ILB Chris Spiel- 
man and NT Jerry Ball. 

The last time Detroit had as many as four 
was in 1972, when it had five represen- 
tatives. 

‘It’s great for the organization and our pro- 
gram,’ Fontes said. ‘‘Let’s hope this is a 
sign of things to come.” 

Spielman gloated about his “election. 
When he was drafted last year from Ohio 
State, draft analyst Mel Kiper criticized the 
selection. 

“It's particularly gratifying for me because 
of all the critics | had coming out,’ Spielman 
said. ‘‘Kiper said | should’ve been a fifth- 
round pick and that I’d be lucky to stick on 

‘the team.” 


Sanders lived up to the high expectations. 
His reaction was one of bashfulness, but he 
had a season that screamed brashness. 

“It’s something | really wasn’t anticipat- 
ing, but I’m grateful for it,’’ said Sanders. 
“It’s an indication of how well the guys 
played, up front.”’ 

Ball, a third-round pick in 1987, developed 
into a force with a team-high nine sacks and 
69 tackles. The Pro Bowl is the realization 
of a dream. 

“It’s: definitely something | always want- 
ed,” he said. ‘‘It was one of my goals. | thank 
God for giving me the talent to do it.” 

Murray. is going to his second Pro Bowl, 
although he has kicked well enough to go 
several other times. He converted 94 percent 
of his field-goal attempts, but because the 
offense failed to give him a lot of opportuni- 
ties, Murray didn’t finish among the top kick- 
ing scoring leaders and thought that might 
cost him. 

“| felt | performed well enough to be 
selected,’ Murray said. “| guess guys 
maybe took into consideration what I’ve 
done in the past rather than what I’ve done 
this year.” 


‘Still, the Lions weren’t happy with four. 
«They thought either Mel Gray or Walter 
Stanley — or both — should go as return- 


‘ 2rs instead of New York rookie Dave Meg- 


gett. Stanley leads the conference in punt 
-eturns, 2.3 yards better than anyone else. 
Gray leads in kick returns, 2.1 yards better. 
Meggett was fourth in punt, and ninth in kick 
“eturns. 

“This isn’t anything against Meggett, he 
vad a good season,” said P Jim Arnold. 
‘But it’s a shame Mel or Walter weren't able 
0 go.” 

Stanley was less diplomatic. “| think we 
jot screwed,” he said. ‘‘It’s a slap in the face 
o me and Mel Gray. We’re definitely outper- 
orming all return men in the league week 
n and week out. It’s not a fluke.” 

INJURIES: LB George Jamison (knee), 
2B Rodney Peete (knee), CB Terry Taylor 
ankle), WR Robert Clark (toe), LB Toby 
aston (toe), LB Victor Jones (toe). 


UNOFFICIAL NFL RANKINGS: Offense’ 


— 20th (9th run, 25th pass). Defense — 17th 
7th run, 24th pass). Turnovers — 31 takea- 
days, 46 giveaways for minus 15. 
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central issues 


by John Delcos 


Lions show progress with all-pros 


Minnesota 


NY Vikings 


The Vikings were again the class of the 
NEC, sending seven: DT Keith Millard, DE 
Chris Doleman, CB Carl Lee, S Joey 
Browner, TE Steve Jordan, OG Randall 
McDaniel and OT Gary Zimmerman. 

Coach Jerry Burns said the biggest sur- 
prise was McDaniel. “‘He went into the sea- 
son without any hype, but we knew he was 
a good player.” 

As the Vikings stumbled through Decem- 
ber, they don’t look the lock to reach the Su- 
per Bowl as predicted. Hawaii is nice, but it 
can’t take away the sting of losing in Janu- 
ary, said Jordan. 

“I'd gladly exchange the Pro Bowl for the 
Super Bowl,’’ Jordan said. ‘I’ve experienced 
the Pro Bowl. | want to go to the Super Bowl 
and have that experience.” 

Said Burns: “Both the players and myself 
would be happier with an improvement in our 
overall play than the number of players we 
have in the Pro Bowl.” 

Pro Bowl voting is done on reputation. 
Sometimes the most deserving are ignored 
because nobody knows them, while others 
get by on their names. 


“| probably had my best year two years 

ago,”’ Lee said. ‘‘The voting is tough. If you 
aren’t sure, you usually vote for a name you 
know. Since | started last year, maybe that 
got me some votes.”’ 
; INJURIES: LB Mike Merriweather (an- 
kle), RB D.J. Dozier (knee), DT Tim New- 
ton (knee), QB Wade Wilson (knee), Millard 
(shoulder), WR Leo Lewis (ribs), C Kirk 
Lowdermilk (finger). 

UNOFFICIAL NFL RANKINGS: Offense 
— 15th (7th run, 19th pass). Defense — ist 
(9th run, 1st pass). Turnovers — 31 takea- 
ways, 32 giveaways for minus 1. 


Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 


“hy 


If WR Mark Carrier has a season next year 
as he did this year, he’ll make the Pro Bowl. 
An unknown, Carrier had to get shunned to 
earn his reputation. 

Despite having the third-most receptions 
and yardage in the NFC — more than the 
Rams’ Henry Ellard and 49ers’ John Tay- 
lor — Carrier was ignored. It’s the fourth 
straight year in which no Bucs have been 
voted to the team. 


2 


Taylor's good, but the bulk of his support 
came as the result of catching two 90-yard 
touchdown passes in a Monday night game 
against the Rams. 

“Taylor is in everybody's memory,” said 
WR Bruce Hill. ‘Who can forget what he did 
on Monday night? In this league, you have 
to make a name for yourself first. Certainly, 
TV helps. And being on a winning team 
helps.”* 

Carrier tried to hide his disappoiniment, 
but it was hard. 

“That's the way it goes,”* he said. “I didn’t 
make the decision. | thought Il had some im- 
pressive numbers, and | felt pretty good 
about my year. But | can’t worry about it.” 

INJURIES: QB Vinny Testaverde (ankle), 
DE Reuben Davis (shoulder), G Mark Coop- 
er (ankle), G Tom McHaie (shoulder), RB 
Sylvester Stamps (hamstring). 

UNOFFICIAL NFL RANKINGS: Offense 
— 23rd (28rd run, 14th pass). Defense — 
18th (18th run, 14th pass). Turnovers — 36 

takeaways, 36 giveaways for EVEN. 


Green Bay 
Packers 


Like Detroit, the Packers’ growth is reflect- 
ed in Pro Bowl voting. 

QB Don Majkowski — Green Bay's first 
quarterback to make the Pro Bowl since Bart 
Starr did it 22 years ago — WR Sterling 
Sharpe and LB Tim Harris will represent 
Green Bay. f 

“| think it’s great for those individuals and 
it’s good for our team,”’ said coach Lindy in- 
fante. “I’m a believer that from team suc- 
cess comes individual honors. When you 
win, everybody takes a different look at your 
players. All three of those guys played well 
last year and none of them got any 
notoriety.”’ 

When Majkowski struggled last season, !In- 
fante said he was more of a ‘‘gunslinger than 
a manipulator,”” meaning he tried to 
challenge and strong-arm defenses rather 
than probe at weaknesses. 

“He’s a manipulating gunslinger right 
now,” Infante said. “He has played more wi- 
thin the offense. He’s so much farther ahead 
of where he was last year.” 

Majkowski credits his success to an off- 
season of as much mental preparation as 
physical. 

“| worked real hard at the mental part of 
my game in the off-season and ail of this 
year,’ Majkowski said. ‘‘! put a lot of time 
trying to be a smarter quarterback and it’s 
noticeable. I’m much more comfortabie.” 

Sharpe, who leads the NFC in receptions 
and is second in yardage, said he'd trade 
Hawaii for New Orleans. “I really didn’t care 
about making the Pro Bowl. It’s an honor to 
go, but I’m more interested in the playoffs.” 

It was thought the arrogant, and some- 
times obnoxious, Harris wouldn't be elect- 
ed because of his behavior. 

“it's satisfying to be voted in by one’s 
peers,” Harris said. ‘It also lets me know |! 
can still act the same way, still talk a lot of 
stuff and they'll vote for me if | play the way 
I'm capable of.” 

INJURIES: Majkowski (shoulder), LB 
Johnny Holland (shoulder), Harris (ankle), 
LB Scott Stephen (ankie), LB John Ander- 
son (ankle). 

UNOFFICIAL NFL RANKINGS: Offense 
— 5th 417th run, Sth pass). Defense — 16th 
(19th run, 13th pass). Turnovers — 35 
takeaways, 32 giveaways for plus 3. 
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Officiating not 
all that bad 


Q a Why would anyone want to be 

a a football ref? You get run over, 
it’s either too hot or too cold and every- 
one is screaming at you all the time. Why 
do it? G.B. Vienna, VA 


Al a Every person who puts on a 
= Striped shirt at any level of com- 


petition has his or her own individual reason 
for doing it. There are, though, some com- 
mon threads in all the reasons. | think every 
official looks for a little bit of all the things 


:that | find in officiating. 


JEFFREY LEAF 


Officiating satisfies more psychological 
needs than anything I’ve. ever done. We all 
have the need to belong'to something:'| be- 
long to local and national officials’ associa- 
tions. | also work regularly with the same 
crew of officials. They have become a se- 
cond family for me. Jerry Markbright, NFL 
Referee, tells in his book that he and his 
crew go to Catholic church on Sunday morn- 
ing. Jerry is Jewish, but praying together as 
a Crew is more important than any individu- 
al’s particular preference. 

We all, also, want to feel like we are a lit- 
tle different than everyone else. When | tell 
people that | officjate college football, they 
certainly look at me as being a little differ- 
ent. Officiating provides the same satisfac- 
tion to the official that playing the game does 
to the athlete. | still get goose bumps before 
the game at the playing of the National An- 
them. | also feel great after a game when | 
performed well. It’s harder to define good 
performance in officiating. There are no 
Statistics to keep. Every official, though, 
knows when he did a good job and when he 
didn’t. 

There is the same goal motivation in 


- officiating as there is in playing a sport. The 


NFL is the ultimate goal for every football offi- 
cial. For the officials who attain this level, 
there is the goal of working the playoffs and 
the Super Bowl. 


Just as with the players, success in~ 


officiating requires dedication, sacrifice and 
hard work. In quest of their goals, officials 
must train physically and mentally 12 months 
a year. In the off-season, the NFL sends 
monthly study exams to every official. These 
are to be returned to the league office. Prior 
to the annual officials’ clinic, a 150-200 ques- 
tion exam is sent out. This exam is entirely 
play situations, like the plays that | give each 
week. Only, the plays on this test are more 
complicated than anything you can imagine. 

On the physical side, every official has his 
own methods. | will do moderate exercise 
during the winter. Then, May 1 is my official 
Start date to train for the upcoming season. 

Officiating brings many side benefits with 
it. It is a great motivator to exercise and stay 
healthy. Besides, it’s the best seat in the 
house to watch a ballgame. | don’t enjoy the 
game as a spectator. The real thrill of the 


game can’t be felt in the stands. On 
the field, the official is so close to the action 
that he can hear and even feel the hits when 
they happen. There is no doubt that power 
is a tuun-on in officiating. But, using power 
is not where it’s at. If an official abuses his 
power, he will lose it. The power trip in 
officiating is knowing you have the power. 
You must use it sparingly. 

The coaches screaming at you is just 
something that goes with the territory. | read 
a report that rated officiating athletics as the 
fourth-most stressful job in the U.S. Scream- 
ers are easy to deal with. You just tune them 
out. Coaches don’t realize that a good offi- 
cial, at whatever the level, has developed a 
self-confidence which borders on arrogance. 
The coach's screaming turns the coach into 
the boy who cried wolf. If he ever does say 
anything intelligent, | won’t believe him. 

One of the great satisfactions in officiat- 
ing is when the losing coach comes up to 
you after a game and thanks you for a good 
game. It doesn’t happen often, but when it 
does, it feels great. 


My personal philosophy is that | officiate 
for free. | get paid for taking abuse. Getting 
paid for being yelled at can be quite lucra- 
tive. All NFL officials are required to have full- 
time jobs. Their pay from officiating is an ex- 
tra income. Rookie officials in 
the NFL start at $600 per game and every 
year of experience is worth additional. That’s 
not bad for part-time work. 

One more thing that makes officiating so 
satisfying is the people. The officiating com- 
munity is a close-nit group. Profession, so- 
cial status and color are buried behind the 
striped shirt. When any one of us needs help, 
we all pitch in. Many of my closest friends 
are officials. So is my lawyer, my insurance 
agent and my auto mechanic. 

If you get the idea | think officiating is the 
greatest thing since sliced bread, you’re 
right! If you can take the heat, you'll love it 
in this kitchen. 

Jeffrey Leaf is an official and rules inter- 
preter for the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
and a member of the National Association of 
Sports Officials. You can direct your ques- 
tions on football rules and officiating to him 
by writing to ‘The Official Call’, PO Box 773, 
Annandale, VA 22003. 


HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR —— 


1988 Donruss wax box 
1989 Donruss wax box.. 
1990 Donruss wax box... 


1990 Topps wax box 
1990 Upper Deck wax box 
1990 Product Delivery In January 
1990 Donruss singles available in late January. 
Call for prices. 
ALL COLLATED SETS ARE MINT 
CONDON avn CENTERED. 


1975 T Robin Yount (Phan 

1983 T Ryne Sandberg (R).........-s--+e00 6.00 

1983 D Ryne Sandberg (R)............2s000 5.50 

1983 F Ryne Sandberg (R)......--sssss0000 5.50 

1989 D Ken Griffey Jr. (R).......-secceeeeeeee 3.00 
ALL CARDS MUST BE IN MINT 
CONDITION AND CENTERED. 

HEARTLAND 


SPORTSCARD CO. 


WHOLESALER OF SPORTSCARDS 
821-828 East Seerley Bivd. 
Cedar Falls, lowa 50613 
319-268-1120 or 319-266-2964 
David E. Loy Terry R. Woodward 


——— 


Don't miss this hilarious roast of our favorite coach, 
Mike Ditka, with emcee Tom Dreesen. 


March 24, 1990 
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Defense suffers without Hampton 


One of Mike Ditka’s greatest fears came 
to pass in 1989. The Bears’ defense col- 
lapsed and took the rest of the team with it. 

For years, the Bears’ coach has always 
observed that great teams that fell back to 
the pack did so because their defenses de- 
teriorated. Earlier this year, he pointed to the 
Vikings, who couldn’t replace the defensive 
line that helped them get to four Super Bowls 
in the late ’60s and early ‘70s and became 
one of the league’s worst teams of the early 
’80s. 


TERRY BANNON 


That’s what happened to the Bears in 
1989. The secondary was consistently ex- 
posed by a front seven that couldn’t apply 
consistent pressure. 

Thanks to the draft, the Bears may have 
a chance to get the pass rush healthy quick- 
ly. They will have five picks in the first three 
rounds and will draft early in the first round 
for the first time since 1983. By next year, 
1989 first-round end Trace Armstrong will 
have a full training camp and a full season 


under his belt. His pass rushing technique 
should be improved. 

Improvement is also needed from Richard 
Dent. Dent didn’t have a bad season, but he 
never got back to the form he displayed in 
1988, until a broken leg in the 13th week 
ended his season. 

Dent’s leg still bothered him during the 
season. A deep thigh bruise limited him to 
part-time play (and one complete missed 
game) in a three-game losing streak that 
dropped the Bears to 4-3 and marked the be- 
ginning of the end. 

Tackle Steve McMichael did all he could 
this season. He was the Bears’ most valua- 
ble defender. But he found himself double- 
teamed. 

But the biggest blow was the loss of four- 
time Pro Bowl tackle Dan Hampton after the 
fourth week. Hampton’s departure may 
sound like too easy an explanation for the 
Bears’ problems. But too much of a losing 
team’s post-season analysis gets into cliches 
about attitude, hard work, etc. There is some 
truth in all of that. But the attitude will get 
better when the pass rush gets better. 

Consider this: the Bears went 4-0 with 
Hampton and fell apart when he left. Hamp- 
ton’s speed and quickness collapsed oppo- 
nents’ pass protection, allowing other 
linemen or blitzing linebackers to get in the 
face of the opposing quarterback. 

“‘It all derives from the fact the pass rush 
is under the weather,’’ Hampton said. ‘I’m 
not indicting my teammates. I’m just saying 
the defense has come under a lot of criti- 
cism. The quarterback has a lot of time to 
pat the ball. When they do that, we’ve always 
been vulnerable here in Chicago.” 


Ditka wasn’t surprised at the difference 
the loss of Hampton made. “To me, it prob- 
ably makes a bigger difference than it does 
to other people,” Ditka said. “‘He’s an out- 
standing football player and an outstanding 
leader and one of the mainstays of our foot- 
ball team.” 

Hampton watched with frustration as the 
pass rush deteriorated. He’s determined to 
be back next year, contributing. He had 
operations on both knees this season, giv- 
ig him 10 in the last six years. Recent med- 
ical reports are positive. 

“My knees are as good as they’ve been 
in the last five years and I’ve played pretty. 
darn good the fast five years,’’ Hampton 
said. ‘I’m going to play next year and I’m 
going to play well. | hope it’s here.” 

The Bears must decide whether to protect 
Hampton under Plan B free agency. They 
also must sign him to a new coniract. Given 
the state of their defensive line, they can 
hardly afford to let Hampton leave. A few 
good games out of Hampton next year could 
make the difference between making the 
playoffs and not making them. 

But a Hampton comeback would only be 
for one season. That doesn’t fix the pass- 
rush, long-term. The draft will have to help 


there. And so will more speed at linebacker 


and in the secondary. 

A big-play linebacker like Wilber Marshall 
might be a good addition. John Roper, a 
second-round pick this year, may fill that 
role. 

A fast safety who’s a big hitter would be 
a big asset, too. As always, the Bears could 
use a cornerback. But cornerbacks are only 
as good as the seven men who play ahead 


of them. Donnell Woolford, a first-round pick 
this year, was a victim of the pass rush, in- 
juries and coaching decisions. He separat- 
ed a shoulder in the second week of the 
season, was involved in a car accident at 
midseason that resulted in a staph infection, 
then broke his hand in the Dec. 17 loss to 
Green Bay. 

“Vil take Donnell Woolford over any cor- 
nerback in the league,’’ Hampton said. So 
will everyone else as soon as the Bears 
rebuild their pass rush. 
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Offensive coordinator Greg Landy (right) would like Jim ‘Harbaugh to ern: 
about scrambling in the NFL before he needs a knee operation. (Bear Report 


photo by David J. Garot) 


Harbaugh learns 


in limited shots 


: After three seasons, quarterback Jim Har- 
baugh is effectively about a year and a half 
into his career. It's too early to tell whether 
he camleadithe Bears back to the playoffs, 
and it’s too early to say he can’t. 

. He couldn’t have done it this year, even 
with the above-average defense the Bears 
no longer had. He’s still learning. Although 
his arm is strong, he still trusts his feet more. 


‘KEVIN LANG Ee 


He’ll scramble or throw dump-off passes 
where a more patient quarterback would wait 
for a downfield receiver to get open. Most 
young quarterbacks are that way, and the 
Bears have kept Harbaugh young beyond 
his time. 

Part of it is their fault. When Ed Hughes 
was offensive coordinator, Harbaugh was an 
afterthought. He.didn’t even practice with the 

_ first-string offense in regular-season prepa- 
ration until midway through his second sea- 
son. That slowed him down. But lack of 
game time slowed him down more, and it 
would have been hard to find more of that 
for Harbaugh. 

The Bears were legitimate playoff con- 
tenders this year until they were 6-7. At 6-6, 

, they weren’t a typical .500 team. They had 
begun the ‘season 4-0. Then they went into 
a slump that the team reasonably figured 
was a week away from ending. If they were 
going to go 10-6 or 9-7 at that point, Mike 

+ Tomezak was the quarterback who could 
make it happen. 

Even on teams that have slimmer playoff 
chances, there’s too much pressure to win 
next week’s game for coaches to worry 
about developing next year’s quarterback. 
The! Chiefs have gone with Steve DeBerg 
and Ron Jaworski instead of their promising 


rookie, Mike Elkins. The Redskins preferred 
winning with Mark Rypien to learning about 
Stan Humphries, their quarterback of the fu- 
ture. The Chargers were 4-8 before they 
replaced Jim McMahon with their prospect, 
Billy Joe Tolliver. 

The Raiders didn’t make a comparable 
switch — Steve Beuerlein for Jay Schroed- 
er — until after Schroeder was injured. 
That’s usually how young quarterbacks 
crack the lineup. It’s how the Colts, for ex- 
ample, found out last year that Chris Chan- 
dler was a better prospect than Jack 
Trudeau. But at Seattle, even after veteran 
Dave Krieg’s injury gave the Seahawks a 
reason to use young Kelly Stouffer, and even 
though they were 4-8 when Krieg’s health 
returned, they abandoned Stouffer’s groom- 
ing to put Krieg back in the lineup. 


Harbaugh in good shape for 
limited chances 


So when Tomezak was injured this year 
with two games remaining, Harbaugh had 
started only five games and thrown only 254 
passes in the NFL. If his progress has been 
slow for a three-year man, it has been more 
than acceptable for someone with his play- 
ing experience. 

At that early stage of his career, Harbaugh 
compared favorably to several star quarter- 
backs. His 65.5 passer rating was within four 
points of the ratings Don Majkowski and Ber- 
nie Kosar had after about 250 passes. At 
comparable stages, it was about eight points 


ahead of Randall Cunningham and Vinnie, 


Testaverde, 11 ahead of John Elway and 12 
ahead of Jim Everett. 

But the six other quarterbacks all reached 
that point at least one season earlier in their 
careers than Harbaugh. And unlike Har- 
baugh, all except Majkowski played college 
ball in passing offenses. 

Harbaugh’s completion percentage leads 
the group. His interception rate trails only 
Majkowski’s. But he’s low in yards per at- 
tempt and touchdowns. 

- He needs to throw downfield more. He 
needs to look downfield first, but coach Mike 
Ditka said Harbaugh also must learn to trust 
his arm and throw to receivers who are fair- 
ly well covered but not blanketed. 

‘In that sense, young. quarterbacks seem 
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Jim Harbatgh’ s development in the NFL was stalled early in his career while 
the Bears decided what to do with their other quarterbacks, Mike Tomczak and 
Jim McMahon. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woitmann) 


to fall into two:categories. Kosar and Maj- 
kowski also trusted their judgment more than 
their arms. Like Harbaugh, their early inter- 
ception rates were two to three percent. El- 
way, Cunningham, Testaverde and Everett 
had rifle arms and threw into coverages that 
were too tight. They threw five to six percent 
of their passes to opponents. 

Just as the cannon-armed headliners 
learned to be less reckless, offensive coor- 
dinator Greg Landry is sure Harbaugh will 
learn to be more daring. It’s already happen- 
ing. Last week, he said, Harbaugh complet- 
ed a late pass to Wendell Davis that ‘had 
to give him confidence because it was tight 
coverage and he zipped it right in there.” 


Ditka not always clear 


Again, Harbaugh is not entirely to blame. 
He has gotten several mixed signals this 
year from Ditka. It can’t seem smart to throw 
into coverage with his arm when Mike Tomc- 
zak gets benched for interceptions. And why 
wouldn't Harbaugh run often? Ditka said 
Tomezak didn’t run enough when he made 
Harbaugh the starter for three games, and 
he said Harbaugh’s running at Pittsburgh 
was the difference in that victory. 

Landry knows the feeling. He was a gift- 
ed runner once, too. He made the same mis- 
takes he’s trying to coach out of Harbaugh. 

The good ones learn in time. ‘Landry still 
believes Harbaugh is a good one. It’s his job 
to help Harbaugh learn faster than he did. 
“With me, it took three knee operations,” he 
said. 

Ditka also has criticized Harbaugh’s 
choice of receivers. Against Detroit, only one 
completion went more than 11 yards down- 
field before the final two-minute drill, which 
was extreme caution even against Detroit's 
generally deep coverage. The long ball 
wasn’t much more apparent against Green 
Bay. But running often and throwing short 
are problems that go hand-in-hand, bound 
together by the impatience of inexperience. 

Quarterbacks pick out receivers accord- 
ing to how they read the coverage, which 


simply means which defenders they see 
where. When certain defenders commit 
themselves, that establishes the quarter- 
back’s progression of receivers — whom to 
check first, second, maybe even third before 
going to the safety ‘vaive. 


Decisions come too fast 


Harbaugh’s problem isn’t ignoring the 
primary and secondary receivers. It’s that he 
crosses them off his list too quickly. 

“Sometimes, he looks like he’s scared, 
like he’s just running for his life,’’ Landry 
said. ‘“‘He’s really not. Jim’s a courageous 
player. But as a running quarterback, you 
say, ‘He’s covered. I’m gone.’ ” 

At the other extreme, Landry said Joe 
Montana is the prime example of a quarter- 
back who might go from his first receiver to 
his second receiver and back to his first. 
He'll wait, or he'll take some steps to avoid 
the rush. At the same time Montana is see- 
ing a downfield receiver slip open, Harbaugh 
already has dumped the ball to his safety 
valve or tucked it away and run. 

Harbaugh knows his progressions in the 
classroom. “But under the pressure of a 
pass rush and people being in your face,” 
Landry said, “‘you say, ‘! can run and get a 
first down.’ You’ve got to block out that in- 
nate ability.” 

He seemed to be doing it against Green 
Bay, when his three touchdown passes in- 
creased his career total by 150 percent. Two 
of them were especially encouraging. On the 
first, he had to step out of the pocket. He 
could have run, but he wouldn't have scored. 
Instead, he just took a couple steps to the 
side, waited for Brad Muster to pop open and 
threw him the ball. On another touchdown, 
he lofted a perfect fade pass, where the 
receiver runs under a timed pass to the corn- 
er of the end zone. 

Harbaugh just needs to learn when to run 
and when not to. He has to decide his arm 
can win more games than his feet. If he 
keeps making good plays with his arm, it 
won't be such. a tough decision. 
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McCaskey wants a more mellow Ditka 


Make no mistake about it, Bears’ presi- 
dent Michael McCaskey still believes Mike 
Ditka is the right man to be head coach of 
the Bears. 

But that doesn’t mean a few minor adjust- 
ments wouldn’t hurt. : 

Specifically, McCaskey said last week 
he’d like to see Ditka refrain from scream- 
ing at his assistant coaches and players 
while on the sidelines during games. Anda 
few less commercial endorsements by Dit- 
ka next year wouldn’t hurt, either. 

While on Chicago radio station WBBM- 
AM'’s ‘‘At Issue” program broadcast Sunday, 
McCaskey said he doesn’t plan on giving Dit- 
ka a contract extension before the 1990 sea- 
son begins. Ditka’s current contract expires 
after next season, and he’s hinted that he 
could retire from coaching when the contract 
runs out. 

McCaskey expressed concern that Ditka 
doesn’t suffer from burnout after a losing 
1989 season, Ditka’s eighth as the Bears’ 
head coach. 

“| don’t think you can be a successful 
head coach in this league given the enor- 
mous pressures that sourround you unless 
you’re having fun — unless there’s a zest 
and excitement, loving the challenge of who 
the next opponent is going to be and trying 
to figure out some way to beat them,” 
McCaskey said. ““That’s one of the main 
things he and | will be talking about — how 
much fun is it and what can we do to make 
sure that, for everybody involved, we’re 


recapturing some of the fun of the last few 
years.” 

McCaskey also expressed concern that 
Ditka’s numerous commercial endorsements 
may have hurt him in his players’ eyes. 
McCaskey added, though, that all of Ditka’s 


radio and television commercials were taped 


during the off-season. 

“I still think there’s a place for asking for 
a total commitment to the team, and when 
the head coach says that to his players, it’s 
easier if he has the position of and even the 
perception in everybody's eyes of being simi- 
larly committed,’’ McCaskey said. 

About Ditka’s sideline outbursts at his 
coaches, McCaskey said he likes all the 
Bears’ assistants and believes they've done 
a good job. 

“If Mike can stay.a little bit calmer on the 
sidelines and a little bit more in contro! and 
use that intensity in a way that furthers every- 
body’s goals, | think we're that much farther 
ahead,”’ McCaskey said. 

eAS RECORD-BREAKING COLD 
WEATHER hit the Chicago area last week, 
the Bears headed indoors to practice. 

The Bears traveled one hour to Morton 
West High School in suburban Berwyn each 
day to get out of the below-zero weather. 
Morton West has a fieldhouse with artificial 
turf on which the Bears practiced. 

eLAST WEEK’S INJURY REPORT: It 
didn’t look good for the Bears, who had three 
players, all defensive backs, on the injury 
report as they prepared to try to stop Joe 


i 


with yo 


@ Here's your chance to go one-on-one with 
4 great Bears destined to become superstars. 


Montana, Jerry Rice, John Taylor and the 
rest of the 49er offense. 

Donnell Woolford broke his hand against 
the Packers and was replaced Sunday in the 
starting lineup by Lorenzo Lynch. 

Free safety Shaun Gayle suffered a 
sprained ankle against the Packers, and 
David Tate started Sunday in his place. 

Strong safety Dave Duerson, who missed 
the last three games with a sprained ankle, 
returned to the starting lineup Sunday. 

INJURIES ARE A BIG REASON why the 
Bear defense is ranked 25th in the league. 

The Bear defense has used 13 different 
starting lineups in its first 15 games this sea- 
son and has used 23 of the 26 defensive 
players as starters for at least one game this 
season. 

eENTERING THE 49ERS GAME Jim Har- 
baugh had completed 62.1 percent (108 of 
174) of his passes this season. The Bears’ 
single-season record for completion percen- 
tage is 61.9 percent, set by Rudy Bukich in 
1964. 

*HOW MUCH DOES THE BEAR 
DEFENSE miss Dan Hampton? 

Two weeks ago the Packers rushed for 
217 yards, the most rushing yards against 
the Bears since 1981. 

“It probably makes a bigger difference to 
me than it does to some other people,”’ Dit- 
ka said. ‘‘I think you analyze it the way you 
want to. Dan Hampton is an outstanding 
football player, but he is an outstanding lead- 
er, too. He is one of the best defensive tack- 


les I’ve ever seen.” 


eDITKA WAS MOST IMPRESSED with 
the play of Tate against the Packers. 

“He made some mistakes, but he played 
his heart out,” Ditka said. “He smacked 
some people. He got in the way of some peo- 
ple. He was the only guy ! really saw piay- 
ing with intensity.”” 


Historic 
Baseball 


Authentic, accurate reproductions 
of vintage baseball jerseys, caps, 
and jackets. Minor, Negro, and 
Federal Leagues specialist. Send 
$1.00 for catalog, reimbursed with 
first order. 


Ebbets Field 
Flannels, inc. 
P.O. Box 23010 
Seattle, WA 98102 
ene 329-3487 


Kick off the 90s fe die. 
our favorite 


: BEAR STARS! 


Join Cruises International's Ist Annual 
Bears Super Cruise on 


fogineen Sovereign of the Seas & 


March 10-17, 1990—7 days from Miami to the exotic eastern Caribbean. 

San Juan, St. Thomas and Labadee, RCCUs private out-island. 

I Sail the Sovereign of the Seas—the world’s 
biggest, most beautiful cruise ship. Enjoy 
her many theme lounges, restaurants and 


al Caribbean’ S 


Exchange views at private parties, join a 
freewheeling panel discussion—team up 
with Morris, Thornton, Gentry or Covert 
in our “mini-Olympics.” Came home a 
true-blue Bears “insider!” 


boutiques, her dazzling entertainment, 
casino and spa. Bask in the sun, make 
new friends—be pampered for 7 fantastic 
days. This ship is a destination in itself! 


Es NOW-—super savings on the Bears Super Cruise! Special 7-day 

aps rates from $1,496 (p/p, dbl. occ.) with reservations by January 5. 

wee Save even more on 3 or 4 in a cabin! These exclusive rates 
Ys include roundtrip air. Time is short—call today for prime space! 


CRUISES INTERNATIONAL 1-800-A LL-SHIPS 


1050 S. Roselle Rd. 210 W. 22nd St., Suite 130 (Outside Area Code 708) 
Schaumburg, IL 60193 Oak Brook, IL 60521 = 1-800-255-7447 


708/893-8820 708/573-0900 Spiny Nein 
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MIKE SINGLETARY 
NEIL ANDERSON 
DAVE DUERSON 


- THE BEARS 
°89 CHALLENGE 


INJURIES, LOSSES 
TO FREE AGENCY, 
PLAYER/COACHES 
CONTROVERSIES 


INSIDE THIS ISSUE | 


32 PAGES PACKED FULL 
OF CHICAGO BEARS 
“\, INFORMATION 
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STOP A MOMENT .. . DON’T PASS UP THIS FREE, 


NO OBLIGATION OFFER 


YOUR TICKET TO THE CHAMPIONS, THE CHICAGO BEARS, 
STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 


Yes, '88 was another exciting year . . . with 
the Bears repeating as NFC Central 
Division Champions for the fifth straight 
year (compiling the best winning 
percentage in the NFL during that same 
period) only to find themselves again, a few 
steps short of the Super Bow! . . . and this 
off-season like the past couple promises to 
_ be aninteresting one. 


We all know Coach Ditka was unhappy with 
the ending of the past three seasons and 
that he won’t be happy until the Bears 
return to the Super Bowl to baitle for the 
World Championship. 
Many pre-season pollsters feel the Bears 
are odds-on favorites to be in Super Bow! 
XXIV ... and we know that you won’t want 
to miss ay of hil "89 action . . . and when 
ou “Sign U a subscription to BEAR 
Hines CAN. GUARAN E YOU 


a nee critics tout us as the best team 
tabloid in the NFL . . . let us prove it to you. 
Sign up ee and we will send see TWO 


FREE, NO OBLIGATION ISSUES. That’s 
right we" rsidestoryonthepayers 
you the inside story on ers. 
coaches, front office and the entire NFL . 


rene ae. That's a savings of over 5 
off the regular newsstand price. 


Examine your Free issues carefully. If they 
don’t deliver what we promised 

write us and we will refund the subscription 
price. Or if you asked to be “‘Billed Later,” 
just write cancel on the invoice we mail 
See eo way you keep the TWO FREE 


VE ji Sign me up to o BEAR 
[ | gs REPORT for 26 issues . 
and send me my TWO FREE COPIES. 
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MAIL TO: BEAR REPORT 

112 Market Street 

Sun Prairie, Wl 53590-2986 


ONE YEAR, 28 ISSUES, *24.95 
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Pro Bowl doesn’t fit team concept 


The Pro Bowl is football’s way of reward- 
ing its players and cursing its teams. Be- 
cause it spotlights individual achievement in 
ateam sport, it usually serves to undermine 
most of the basic tenets taught by coaches 
— one for all, all for one. 

It is an honor for agents; who use the Pro 
Bowl as a chip in bargaining. It is a burden 
for coaches such as Jerry Burns, who has 
to explain why the Minnesota Vikings strug- 
gle so when they employ 13 players deemed 
the best in the league at one time or another 
by their peers and Burns’ fellow coaches. 

Perhaps it would be better to select units 
by computer analysis and try to eliminate the 
human element as much as possible. 


DONPERS OI 


ail 


For example, the Bears led the NFC in 
rushing, so center Jay Hilgenberg thought 
a number of his teammates on the offensive 
line should have accompanied him and haif- 
back Neal Anderson. 

That’s what happened in San Francisco. 
The 49ers led the league in passing, so quar- 
terback Joe Montana and receivers Jerry 
Rice and John Taylor all made it. 

. ‘The Minnesota Vikings led the league in 
defense, so rushmen Chris Doleman and 
Keith Millard made it, as did safety Joey 
Browner and cornerback Carl Lee. Lineback- 
er Scott Studwell deserved it. 

The Philadelphia Eagles, meanwhile, were 
upset that more of their pass rushers were 

‘ ignored: They thought Clyde Simmons and 
Jerome Brown should have made it instead 
of Washington’s Charles Mann. 

Or, since the New Orleans Saints led the 
NFC in rushing defense, why not send all 
their linebackers to Hawaii instead of just 
Vaughn Johnson? They could play on run 
downs and then let Minnesota’s No. 1 pass- 
ing defense take over against Miami’s No. 
1 passing offense. 

eTHE THREE PACKERS WHO MADE the 
Pro Bowl failed to comprehend history. Don 
Majkowski, Sterling Sharpe and Tim Harris 
were the first to represent Green Bay since 
James Lofton in 1986. 

On what should have been an occasion 
.of celebration for the honor, all three refused 
to talk to Dallas media on a scheduled con- 
ference telephone call. If players complain 
about being in the media hinterlands in 
Green Bay, then why this classless move? 

Harris had been told by colleagues he 
never would make the Pro Bowl because of 
his taunting style of play. 

“It lets me know | can still act the same 
way, still shoot my guns, still talk a lot of stuff 
and they'll still vote for me,’’ Harris said. 

eMOST OF THE HELP the Bears are go- 
ing to need to rebound next year is already 

‘ employed by the Bears. 

Although they will look at Plan B again — 
they looked last year but passed — they are 
not likely to find the answers in free agent 
castoffs or new draft choices. 

But if the San Francisco 49ers can be up- 
graded by Plan B (guard Terry Tausch, spe- 
cial teams man Spencer Tillman), then the 
Bears surely can find help. 

eWHEN SAM WYCHE ORDERED his Cin- 
cinnati Bengals to run up the score on the 


Houston Oilers in week 15, his real target ob- 
viously was Cleveland. 

Wyche thought by insulting the Oilers, he 
could stoke a fire for their next game against 
the Browns and therefore help the Bengals’ 


chances. z 


Twice before the 61-7 fiasco, the Bengals 
had run up scores against future Browns’ op- 
ponents — 56-21 on Tampa Bay and 42-7 
on Detroit. i 

Cleveland beat Tampa Bay the following 
week but lost to Detroit. 

“He'd like to set us up more than any- 
one,” Cleveland coach Bud Carson said. 
“But in the end, that gets things going for 
about the first five minutes of the ballgame.” 

Houston defensive end Sean Jones 
agreed: ‘That's ridiculous. Sam spends so 
much time convincing himself he’s a genius, 
and he’s an idiot.” 

eCLEVELAND PUNTER BRYAN WAGN- 
ER, a Plan B acquisition from the Bears, set 
a club record of 91 punts. 

“It’s a shankless job,’’ Wagner said. 

eCLASS ACT: STEVE LARGENT never 
made a Super Bowl, but don’t feel sorry. 

“To feel sorry for me because | never 
made a Super Bow! is like feeling sorry for 
Donald Trump because he lost his billfold,”’ 
Largent said. 

eATHLETE OF THE DECADE: Bo 
Jackson. 

He wasn’t even on the Chicago Tribune 
ballot, but can there be any argument? The 
guy wins the Heisman Trophy in 1985 and 
is the No. 1 pick in the draft by Tampa Bay. 
He plays baseball instead and goes to the 
Kansas City Royals, where he makes the 
American League all-star team. He plays 
football for the Raiders as a hobby for half 
a season and averages 5.6 yards a carry. 

He didn’t make the Pro Bowl, but this is 
what Raiders’ coach Art Shell said about 
that: 

“Take a guy like Bo Jackson and put him 
up against the rest of the guys who made 
it and ask each of the players in the league, 
‘Which player would you rather have?’ 
Ninety-nine percent would say Bo Jackson. 
Players start voting for statistics rather than 
individuals.” 

And Jackson’s favorite sport is track. 

eBUDDY RYAN, ON WHY HIS EAGLES 
had only three players selected for the Pro 
Bowl: ‘‘I noticed the Giants only got one — 
Lawrence Taylor (plus special teamer Dave 
Meggett) — and they play like us. Minneso- 
ta has seven. | guess they're nice guys. We 
have the most dominating front four in foot- 
ball. | guess our image is against us.” 
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A must for every sports nut! 


Super gift idea! 
Available in: 


® Baseball 
© Football 


F ONLY $28.95 
Spec Ptoell postpaid 


@ Tennis 
Each watch features a one year manufacturer's warranty 
To order - Send check or money order to: 
SNB DISTRIBUTORS 
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Don Majkowski was one 
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of three Packers named to the Pro Bowl team last 


week, but he didn’t see any need to talk to the Dallas media about it. (Bear Report 


photo by David J. Garot) 
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HOME OF 
THE HOAGY 
A Meal On A Bun 


We Will Deliver 
To Businesses. 


We use only the 


freshest ingredients! 
Hand packed ice 
cream 


1312. W. 111th Street 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


(312) 238-7171 
Mention the Bear Report 


The essential ingredient both on and off the court! 


That’s what makes us special. 
College Prep Curriculum, Spiritual Program, 


Boarding, Interscholastic Soccer & Basketball 
and much more... 


For more information call or write: 


Fr. Tony Dosen, C.M. 
St. Vincent De Paul High School Seminary 
127th and Archer Avenue © Lemont, Illinois 60439 
(312) 257-2363 
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Thanks to fellow readers 


To the editor, 

Just a note to say thank you to all my fel- 
low Bear fans who wrote or called in 
response to my letter of a few weeks ago in 
Bear Report asking for a copy of Super Bowl 
XX and a copy of ‘‘Sweetness,”’ by Walter 
Payton. The response was more than | ever 
hoped for. | now have both the book and a 
tape of the game: Thanks again to everyone 
who contacted me. ! 
Gregory J. Maddox 

Indianapolis, IN 


Open letter to Ditka 


Dear Coach, 

Rather than lament the end of our season, 
we fans need to share our feelings with you 
at this darkest moment. 

We both learned much this year — about 
our team, about ourselves, about livirig with 
losing, about patience and intolerance in the 
development of talent, and perhaps even 
about mistakes in judgment of ability of per- 
sonnel. 

This year we unfortunately have been pri- 


‘vy to Bear losses in ways not seen in the 


Wind City in almost a decade — including 


‘the Houston, Tampa Bay and Green Bay 


games in which we allowed the opposition 
to literally. march down the field at will at the 
end of the game, and stuff the winning score 
in our face. Moreover, we’ve been the vic- 
tim of blowouts such as Cleveland or 
Washington. 

Yes, coach, we've both made mistakes 
this year. We ‘“‘sat on our hands” when the 
team could have used support. And you lost 
your temper on the sidelines, and perhaps 
did not always give your support necessary 
for. the developing younger kids. 

We fans perhaps gave uneducated criti- 
cism regarding players that the Bear organi- 
zation either gave up on or kept..And you 
have, perhaps, permitted your obstinance or 
intolerance to rid the Bears of players who 
did not fit into your perceived mold of what 
the Bears were all about, perhaps er- 
roneously. 

Maybe McMahon wasn’t the answer. We 
might have been wrong. On the other hand, 
perhaps your need to prove us wrong led to 
your misplaced insistence to stick with 
Tomezak, a mentally laden quarterback who 
consistently repeated such glaring mistakes 
that you overlooked or subconsciously toler- 
ated when you never would have done so 
for anyone else. 

But we both share the hopes for the future. 

We saw the potential of a Woolford, Roper, 
Paul, Muster and Armstrong. We know that 
with some luck we could be 9-4 as this let- 
ter is being written. And we both continue 
to share our appreciation for the Singletarys, 
Hamptons,, McMichaels, Dents, Butlers, 
Gentrys and Andersons. 
. Coach, we don’t need trite slogans next 
year like ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ That only gets 
us through Platteville. We need a greater un- 
derstanding of the talents on this team, and 
Strategies to exploit them. ; 

And we need you, coach. You are the 
heart and soul of the Bears. We will stand 
behind you fully, and our criticisms will only 
be meant to be constructive, as long as you 
listen to them. * 

God bless you. Have a healthy holiday to 
you and the Bear families. And on Christmas 
morning may you find under your tree from 
Santa a brand new quarterback. 

P.S. | am holding down the Bear fort in the 
Long Island area and would like to organize 
a Bears’ fan club. | have a satellite, would 
welcome “‘get-togethers’’ and would plan 
trips to Chicago each year and occasional 
road games. Please call me at (516) 


January 1, 1990 


678-4736 or write me at 3417 Poplar Street, 
Oceanside, NY 11572. 

Stephen Leiter 

Oceanside, Long Island, NY 


European wants tapes 


To the editor, 

I’ve read a few Bear Reports and | think 
you have a great football paper. | decided 
to write to you because I’m a fanatical Bear 
fan and | need help. 

In the country where | live, there are 
almost no football programs. This is the rea- 
son why | write to you. Maybe there are Bear 
fans in Chicago who want to write with me. 
And maybe there is someone who will have 
for me a videotape of Super Bowl XX. | will 
be happy to pay reasonable prices for that. 
(My VCR is VHS.) 

| hope to hear back from some Bear fans. 

Arthur Van Amen 

Augelslo 45 

3085 AA 

Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Europe 


Wants Bears-Cowboys 
tape 


To the editor, 

I'm writing to ask if anybody has the Bears- 
Cowboys game tape when the Bears won, 
44-0 in 1985, or the Super Bowl game be- 
tween the Bears and New England. | would 
pay for them. If anybody has the games on 
tape, please write to me. 

Joe Godoy 
114 Marrie Lane 
South Houston, TX 77587 


More cash would 
have helped 


To the editor, 

In this season’s lousy play (2-8 in their last 
10 games) the declining level of talent of the 
Bears’ playing personnel has finally begun 
to show what the organization’s necessary 
frugality and horrible college-drafting 
philosophy for the years 1985-88 made in- 
evitable. 

But the Bears’ decline itself wasn't inevita- 
ble. If the organization had an amount of 
cash comparable, say, to that of the 49ers, 
and if it had not made an egregiously bad 
series of personnel evaluations and college 
draft choices, it could still be on top. 

Instead, it escaped from last winter’s Plan 
B free agency draft without having to spend 
a dime. Worse yet, it has never initiated a 
player trade to fill a gaping personnel hole 
(neither Gault nor McMahon were traded for 
this season) or traded up for a higher first- 
round pick, at least not in recent memory. 
In fact, as far as deepening their talent pool 
goes, the Bears are the least aggressive 
team in the league. 

Most of us fans could see the components 
of 1989’s decline being assembled over the 
past few seasons. Sad thing is, only the 
Bears’ organization seems to have been 
blind to them. All those high draft choices 
squandered between 1985 and 1988 on 
guys who neither block nor tackle are going 
to have implications far beyond 1989. 

David Peterson 
Evergreen Park, IL 


In search of... 


To: the editor, 
Lost: The Chicago Bears football team. 
Physical description: The most feared 
defense in the NFL, answers to the name of 
“46.” A consistent, gutsy quarterback who 
is a leader, can read defenses and would 


7 Re 
> } » 4 if & i 
t ,_ =i i q A j ii ‘! 


‘se i Mail Letters To: 1271 W. Dundee Rd., Box 89E, 


throw a touchdown pass despite his coach. 
Character. 
Identifying marks: One Super Bow! ring. 
Crime committed: There should be three 
rings. 
Known cause of disappearance: Ego, 
pride, stubbornness, team dismantlement. 
tast seen: Los Angeles, Washington, 
Philadelphia, San Diego, New Orleans (Jan. 
26, 1986). 
If found: Please send to the once proud, 
woofless city of Chicago. 
Reward: A free copy of ‘‘The Super Bow! 
Shuffle I1.”’ 
Danny Rosenbaum 
North Hollywood, CA 


Winners are in California 


To the editor, 

Hey Mike Ditka, where are you at? Us 
Bear fans down here in Southern California 
still get to see how an offensive general can 
quarterback the lowly Chargers. 

Granted, you've been able to keep Chica- 
go’s defensive general, Mike Singletary, in 
Chicago. But losing a quarterback that has 
shown Super Bowl leadership for whatever 
reason is why the Bears are where they’re 
not supposed to be — living in the city of 
champions. 

And the state that has proven leadership 
in sporting events shows why Jim McMahon 
is in California, the leading state of proven 
winners in sports. 

V.J. Wilczynski 
Long Beach, CA 


Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


Good fans will 
stick with team 


To the editor, 

You can check any of the NFL teams and 
find years they didn’t do so good. 

Doug Buffone said it in the Dec. 11, 1989 
Bear Report exactly the way | feel. “The hard 
core Bear fans will be there for them and 
cheer them on the rest of the season and 
hope for the best next year.” | remember 
years past when the Bears lost more games 
than they won. They are one of the first NFL 
teams and still one of the best, no matter 
what. 

Emelyn Mast 
Elkhart, IN 


Question on draft picks 


To the editor, 

Now that the Bears have been eliminated 
from the playoffs, | am focusing on the up- 
coming draft, in which the Bears will have, 
in addition to their own picks, avery high No. 
2 pick from San Diego via the McMahon 
trade. My question is whether it is possible 
for San Diego to trade down their No. 2 pick 
and then give it to the Bears, similar to what 
the Raiders did to the Redskins in last year’s 
draft? 

Mitchell Davis 
Rockville, MD 

Editor’s note — No, San Diego couldn't 
trade down its pick before giving it to the 
Bears because Chicago already owns the 


pick. 


One Southern California reader thinks Jim McMahon belongs in San Diego 
and the state of champions. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Sunday, Sept. 10 
Tampa Bay 23, Green Bay 21 
Chicago 17, Cincinnati 14 
New Orleans 28, Dallas 0 
L.A. Rams 31, Atlanta 21 
Phoenix 16, Detroit 13 
San Francisco 30, Indianapolis 24 
Cleveland 51, Pittsburgh 0 
New England 27, N.Y. Jets 24 
Minnesota 38, Houston 7 
Buffalo 27, Miami 24 
Philadelphia 31, Seattle 7 
Denver 34, Kansas City 20 
L.A. Raiders 40, San Diego 14 
Monday, Sept. 11 
N.Y. Giants 27, Washington 24 


Sunday, Sept. 17 
Green Bay 35, New Orleans 34 
Atlanta 27, Dallas 21 

Kansas City 24, L.A. Raiders 19 
Miami 24, New England 10 
Cleveland 38, N.Y. Jets 24 

Philadelphia 42, Washington 37 
Cincinnati 41, Pittsburgh 10 


San Francisco 20, Tampa Bay 16 , 


New York Giants 24, Detroit 14 
Chicago 38, Minnesota 7 
Phoenix 34, Seattle 24 
Houston 34, San Diego 27 
L.A. Rams 31, Indianapolis 17 
Monday, Sept. 18 
Denver 28, Buffalo 14 


Week'3 
Sunday, Sept. 24 
L.A. Rams 41, Green Bay 38 
Indianapolis 13, Atlanta 9 
Buffalo 47, Houston 41 (ot) 
Chicago 47, Detroit 27 
Pittsburgh 27, Minnsota 14 
Fampa Bay 20, New Orleans 10 
N.Y. Giants 35, Phoenix 7 
San Francisco 38, Philadelphia 28 
Seattle 24, New England 3 
Washington 30, Dallas 7 
San Diego 21, Kansas City 6 
New York Jets 40, Miami 33 
’ Denver'31, L.A. Raiders 21 
Monday, Sept. 25 
Cincinnati 21, Cleveland 14 


Sunday, Oct. 1 
Green Bay 23, Atlanta 21 
Cincinnati 21, Kansas City 17 
_ Cleveland 16, Denver 13 
Indianapolis 17, N.Y. Jets 10 
Houston 39, Miami 7 
Buffalo 31, New England 10 
Washington 16, New Orleans 14 
Pittsburgh 23, Detroit 3 
Minnesota 17, Tampa Bay 3 
San Diego 24, Phoenix 13 
Seattle 24, L.A. Raiders 20 
N.Y. Giants 30, Dallas 13 
L.A. Rams 13, San Francisco 12 
‘Monday, Oct. 2 
Chicago 27, Philadelphia 13 


Sunday, Oct. 8 
Green Bay 31, Dallas 13 
Indianapolis 37, Buffalo 14 
Tampa Bay 42, Chicago 35 
Cincinnati 26, Pittsburgh 16 
Miami 13, Cleveland 10 (ot) 
Minnesota 24, Detroit 17 
New England 23, Houston 13 
Philadelphia 21, N.Y. Giants 19 
Washington 30, Phoenix 28 
Denver 16, San Diego 10 
Kansas City 20, Seattle 16 
San Francisco 24, New Orleans 20 
L.A. Rams 26, Atlanta 14 
Monday, Oct. 9 
L.A. Raiders 14, N.Y. Jets 7 


4 


Sunday, Oct. 15 
Minnesota 26, Green Bay 14 
Detroit 17, Tampa Bay 16 
Houston 33, Chicago 28 
Miami 20, Cincinnati 13 
Atlanta 16, New England 15 
N.Y. Giants 20, Washington 17 
San Francisco 31, Dallas 14 
Seattle 17, San Diego 16 
Denver 14, Indianapolis 3 
Pittsburgh 17, Cleveland 7 
New Orleans 29, N.Y. Jets 14 
Philadelphia 17, Phoenix 5 
L.A. Raiders 20, Kansas City 14 
Monday, Oct. 16 
Buffalo 23, L.A. Rams 20 


Sunday, Oct. 22 
Miami 23, Green Bay 20 
Kansas City 36, Dallas 28 
Indianapolis 23, Cincinnati 12 
Philadelphia 10, L.A. Raiders 7 
Minnesota 20, Detroit 7 
Buffalo 34, N.Y. Jets 3 
Houston 27, Pittsburgh 0 
Washington 32, Tampa Bay 28 
San Francisco 37, New England 20 
Phoenix 34, Atlanta 20 
Denver 24, Seattle 21 (ot) 
New Orleans 40, L.A. Rams 21 
N.Y. Giants 20, San Diego 13 
Monday, Oct. 23 
Cleveland 27, Chicago 7 


Week 8 
Sunday, Oct. 29 ; 
Green Bay 23, Detroit 20, OT 
New Orleans 20, Atlanta 13 
Cleveland 28, Houston 17 
Pittsburgh 23, Kansas City 17 
Chicago 20, L.A. Rams 10 
Buffalo 31, Miami 17 
New England 23, Indianapolis 20, OT 
Phoenix 19, Dallas 10 
Cincinnati 56, Tampa Bay 23 
San Francisco 23, N.Y. Jets 10 
L.A. Raiders 37, Washington 24 
Philadelphia 28, Denver 24 
Seattle 10, San Diego 7 
Monday, Oct. 30 
N.Y. Giants 24, Minnesota 14 


NFL 
Standings 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
5 East 
Pet. 
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aes 
Sunday, Nov. 5 Thursday, Nov. 23 
Green Bay 14, Chicago 13 Detroit 13, Cleveland 10 
Atlanta 30, Buffalo 28 Philadelphia 27, Dallas 0 
Cleveland 42, Tampa Bay 31 Sunday, Nov. 26 : 
Houston 35, Detroit 31 Green Bay 20, Minnesota 19 
Miami 19, Indianapolis 13 New York Jets 27, Atlanta 7 
Minnesota 23, L.A. Rams 21, OT Buffalo 24, Cincinnati 7 
N.Y. Jets 27, New England 26 indianapolis 10, San Diego 6 
Kansas City 20, Seattle 10 Kansas City 34, Houston 0 
L.A. Raiders 28, Cincinnati 7 Pittsburgh 34, Miami 14 
New York Giants 20, Phoenix 13 Denver 41, Seattle 14 
San Diego 20, Philadelphia 17 L.A. Raiders 24, New England 21 
Denver 34, Pittsburgh 7 Tampa Bay 14, Phoenix 13 
Dallas 13, Washington 3 Washington 38, Chicago 14 
Monday, Nov. 6 L.A. Rams 20, New Orleans 17 (ot) 
San Francisco 31, New Orleans 13 Monday, Nov. 27 
San Francisco 34, N.Y. Giants 24 ae 
Week 13 
Sunday, Nov. 12 Sunday, Dec. 3 
Detroit 31, Green Bay 22 Green Bay 17, Tampa Bay 16 
Chicago 20, Pittsburgh 0 . Cincinnati 21, Cleveland 0 
Denver16, Kansas Ci 1S Houston 23, Pittsburgh 16 
Buffalo 30, Indianapolis 7 New England 22, Indianapolis 16 
: Miami 31, N.Y. Jets 23 L.A. Rams 35, Dallas 31 
-Minnesota 24, Tampa Bay 10 Kansas City 26, Miami 21 
New Orleans 28, New England 24 Detroit 21, New Orleans 14 
Washington 10, Philadelphia 3 Philadelphia 24, N.Y. Giants 17 
San Francisco 45, Atlanta 3 San Francisco 23, Atlanta 10 
Cleveland 17, Seattle 7 Washington 29, Phoenix 10 
Phoenix 24, Dallas 20 N.Y. Jets 20, San Diego 17 
L.A. Rams 31, N.Y. Giants 10 L.A. Raiders 16, Denver 13 (ot) 
San Diego 14, L.A. Raiders 12 Minnesota 27, Chicago 16 
Monday, Nov. 13 Monday, Dec. 4 : 
Houston 26, Cincinnati 24 Seattle 17, Buffalo 16 eee 
Sunday, Nov. 19 Sunday, Dec. 10 
New England 33, Buffalo 24 Minnesota 43, Atlanta 17 
Cincinnati 42, Detroit 7 Philadelphia 20, Dallas 10 
Kansas City 10, Cleveland 10 Detroit 27, Chicago 17 
»Miami'17, Dallas 14 Kansas City 21, Green Bay 3 
Philadelphia 10, Minnesota 9 New Orleans 22. Buffalo 19 
New Orleans 26, Atlanta 17 Pittsburgh 13, N.Y. Jets 0 
Poe Se at Washington 26, San Diego 21 
Ata 37. Race 14 Seattle 24, Cincinnati 17 
Houston 23, L.A. Raiders 7 HGHston) 20) ane) 
th ese os indianapolis 23, Cleveland 17 (ot) 
N.Y. Giants 15, Seattle 3 N.Y. Giants 14. Denver 7 
Green Bay 21, San Francisco 17 LA aictars 16 "Pbosaik 44 
Indianapolis 27, N.Y. Jets 10 Miami 31 New England 40 
Monday, Nov. 20 Monday, D 11 
: y, Dec. 
Denver 14, Washington 10 San Francisco 30, L.A. Rams 27 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
N.Y. Giants 15, Dallas 0 
Denver 37, Phoenix 0 
Sunday, Dec. 17 
Green Bay 40, Chicago. 28 
Cincinnati 61, Houston 7 
Indianapolis 42, Miami 13 
Cleveland 23, Minnesota 17 (ot) 
Pittsburgh 28, New England 10 
San Diego 20, Kansas City 13 
Detroit 33, Tampa Bay 7 
Washington 31, Atlanta 30 
L.A. Rams 38, N.Y. Jets 14 
on Eeece San Francisco 21, Buffalo 10 
W L TT Pet. PF Seattle 23, L.A. Raiders 17 oe 
9 7 © .563 409 Monday, Dec. 18 
8 8 0 .500 298 New Orieans 30, Eagles 20 
8-8: ‘0 ..500 (331 
- 5 11 0 .313 297 Saturday, Dec. 23 
eka Buffalo 37, N.Y. Jets 0 
- § 4 894 334 Washington 29, Seattle 0 
7 0 .563 365 Cleveland 24, Houston 20 
7 0 .563 265 Sunday, Dec. 24 
8 0 .500 404 Green Bay 20, Dallas 10 
West Detroit 31, Atlanta 24 
5 0 New Orleans 41, Indianapolis 6 
ce Pal Kansas City 27, Miami 24 
pat N.Y. Giants 34, L.A. Raiders 17 
jogo 10 0 L.A. Rams 24, New England 20 
x-clinched division title Philadelphia 31, Phoenix 14 
y-clinched playoff berth Pittsburgh 34, Tampa Bay 22 
San Francisco 26, Chicago 0 
San Diego 19, Denver 16 See 


Monday, Dec. 25 
Minnesota 29, Cincinnati 21 
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_ 2nd Annual Readers’ Poll 


| ~ We want to know what you’d do 
a, _ if you were in charge of the Bears 


This is your chance to be the general manager of trade/cut him. Then mail it to: Readers’ Poll, c/o 

the Bears. Just tell us what you would do with each Bear Report, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., Box 89E, 

player at the end of the season by filling out the form Buffalo Grove, IL 60089. All coupons must be 
below. Put an ‘‘X’’ next to each player’s name under received by Jan. 8. Results will be printed in the Jan. 
the appropriate column if you would keep him or 29 issue. 


PRS SS SS SSS SS SSS SS SS SS SSS SE SS SS SSS 2S SSS SS SS SSS SS eS SS Sa Se ee ay 


2nd Annual Bear Report Readers’ Poll Ballot 


———— 


QUARTERBACKS DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Player, age | Keep | Trade/Cut Comment Player, age |Keep | Trade/Cut Comment 
Jim Harbaugh, 25 (Eas il TraceArmstrong,23 | | 


Dick Chapura, 25 [|| 
RichardDent,28 | | | : 
DanHampton,32. [| 


Brent Snyder, 23 
Mike Tomezak, 27 


RUNNING BACKS 
Steve McMichael, 31 

Neal Anderson, 25 " * | eae William Perry, 26 |_| __ 
BHBIBEL;29 ae JohnShannon,24 [| [| 
Mark Green, 22 Rake SS] Tony Woods, 23 i 
Brad Muster, 24 Se | ; 
Thomas Sanders, 27 > Sar ae LINEBACKERS 
Brian Taylor, 22 Pee | a Steve Hyche, 26 ia ee! 

F IGUTENDS Troydobnsanses man esl mae 


Dante Jones, 24 mia 
JimMorrissey,26 [| | | 
Mickey Pruitt, 24 PRY ae 
Ron Rivera, 27 Peale 5 ere 


Cap Boso, 26 
James Coley, 22 
James Thornton, 24 


Wendell Davis, 23 Geese) Mike Singletary,30 | | | 
‘ Dennis Gentry, 30 28 ee | 
Glen Kozlowski, 26 ates |= od P| DEFENSIVE BACKS 
DennisMcKinnon,28 | | | : Maurice Douglass, 25{ 
Ron Morris, 24 ea Se DaveDuerson,28 | | 
—=" IL Tom Waddle, 22 iritch Ss) ShaunGayle,27— | | 
estee Jackson, 26 | | | 
Toe see ee i ae -  MarkusPaul,23_ | |_| ne 
ars DIES ae | oe LemuelStinson,23 [ [ | 
YR: Fue Meese F | George Streeter, 22 | [| | 
Jerry Fontenot, 22 aS David Tate. 24 oy 
Jay Hilgenberg, 29 inn ie : 
Toritnaveri8 os — Donnell Woolford,23 | | | 
Keith Van Horne, 31 eae | cae nae SPECIALISTS 
John Wojciechowski,26 | Maury Buford, 29 
DaveZawatson,23.. | | Kevin Butler, 27 
4. 
= § Name Address 


u 


